ia meen 


The News-Sheet of The Library Association 


News Editors: R. G. Surridge and D. R. Jamieson 


L.A. to Shed Public Library Bias 


MPORTANT moves have been initiated in two direc- 

tions to emphasize the Library Association’s purpose 
as a modern organization representing professional 
librarians. The Council have accepted in principle pro- 
posals, formulated by the Secretary, for overhauling the 
administrative structure of the Association; and it is 
also engaged on negotiations whose result should demon- 
strate that the L.A. represents the profession as a whole 
and which should dispose of any suggestion that the L.A. 
is predominantly the preserve of public librarians. 


The present right of library 
authority representatives, as insti- 
tutional members of the Associa- 
tion, to vote on affairs raised at 
the L.A.’s Annual General Meet- 
ing, has proved to be embarrassing 
to Local Authorities and profes- 
sional librarians alike, the former 
being parties to any majority 
decision, even although as a 
group they may be opposed to it; 
the latter being unable to put 
forward a purely professional 
point of view embracing all 
aspects of librarianship, and not 
only that of public libraries. 


Restricting voting rights 
The Council now proposes that 
voting rights within the Associa- 
tion shall be restricted (a) to 
Chartered Librarians, and (b) to 
members with a specified length 
of service as librarians. It is 
proposed, too, that the Annual 
Conference shall be open only to 

personal members of the L.A. 
Mr. Barry’s suggested changes 
in the organizational structure 


of the L.A. were given preliminary 
examination in the Executive 
Committee on 26th May and 
were agreed to in principle by the 
Council the following day. 
Changes in committees 

One important effect of the 
proposals would be to give a more 
equal standing on the Council to 
public, special, university and 
national librarians, by the estab- 
lishment of Standing Committees 
corresponding to each of these 
three groups within the profession. 
Further changes aim at intro- 
ducing more efficiency in the 
business of the Council, through 
the abolition of a number of 
committees and some of the posts 
of Honorary Officers which are 
no longer considered necessary. 
Both the Finance Committee and 
the post of Honorary Secretary, 


-for example, would disappear. 


Council meetings would be re- 
duced to four a year with the 
reports of the Standing Committee 
circulated to the Council well in 
advance. 
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June 1960 


The Secretary’s proposals— 
which run to over twenty pages— 
are to be published in full in the 
July Record and copies are to 
be sent to all of the L.A.’s 
Branches and Sections. Mr. Barry 
was congratulated on the scope 
and clarity of his recommenda- 
tions, which, coming barely a year 
after his appointment as Secretary, 
were widely felt to have gone to 
the heart of the shortcomings in 
the L.A.’s present organization. 


Minister Talks with L.A. 
on Roberts Report 


The Government have _indi- 
cated, in a memorandum dated 
22nd April, the basis on which 
they would propose legislation for 
the public library service, follow- 
ing the recommendations of the 
Roberts committee. 

Representatives of the L.A. 
have been invited to meet the 
Minister of Education on Friday, 
Ist July. 

The Executive Committee 
studied the proposals contained 
in the Government memorandum 
on 26th May and welcomed the 
fact that the Minister had decided 
to begin his series of talks with the 
interested bodies without delay. 


NEW EXAMINATION 
SYLLABUS 
Details on pages 44 & 45 




















American Library Award to 
Leslie Morton 


Mr. Leslie T. Morton, the 
Librarian of the National Institute 
of Medical Research, Mill Hill, 
London N.W.7, has _ been 
honoured by the Medical Library 
Association of America with the 
Marcia C. Noyes Award for his 
outstanding services to medical 
bibliography and librarianship. 
The presentation was made at the 
Annual Conference of the Ameri- 
can Medical Library Association 
at Kansas City on Thursday, 19th 
May. This award has hitherto only 
been made to medical librarians 
in the United States. 


Mr. L. T. Morton began his 
career in the Library of University 
College, where he first got to 
know Professor Charles Singer, 
who aroused his interest in the 
historical bibliography of medi- 
cine, and encouraged him to 
start work on the massive re- 
organization of §Garrison’s 
original check list. This resulted 
some fifteen years later in the 
first edition of his Medical Biblio- 
graphy. 


During that intervening period 
Mr. Morton held a number of 
important and responsible posts, 
the nature of which required 
him to carry on his historical work 
entirely in his spare time. He was 
Assistant Librarian of the Royal 
Society of Medicine, Librarian at 
St. Thomas’s Hospital, Medical 
Librarian at the British Council, 
and Information Officer to the 
British Medical Journal, before his 
recent appointment to the Nation- 
al Institute of Medical Research. 
His Bibliography is an indispens- 
able guide to the classic books and 
papers in the literature of medicine 
and the allied sciences. It is used 
and cited throughout the world, 
and in 1954 a greatly enlarged 
second edition containing nearly 
7,000 references was published. 





Essex County-1960 


The removal of restrictions on capital expenditure on 
library buildings has long been eagerly awaited. When it 
came, the long prepared plans, originated by the previous 
County Librarian of Essex and her Assistant County 
Librarian in the dark days of the late ’forties, sprang to 


life. 


The facts are briefly these. 
Buildings have been opened or 
completion dates announced for 
twenty-four projects between De- 
cember 1959 and September 1961. 
Preliminary approvals have been 
obtained for a number of large 
“District” libraries the largest 
at a cost of £210,000. The total 
expenditure at £543,000 exceeds 
half a million pounds for the first 
time and the book-fund at 
£225,000 exceeds the £200,000 
mark for the first time. In addition 
a comprehensive development 
plan for improved services in the 
rural areas has been approved 
which, among other things en- 
visages the establishment of mo- 
bile library services requiring at 
least 14 vehicles. That these things 
should come together in the same 
year is a freak of timing and 
circumstance not less remarkable 
because it is accidental. 


Basic pattern 


The branch library buildings 
coming into service whatever their 
size have certain basic features in 
common. They have been sited as 
far as has proved possible in 
accordance with the principles of 
accessibility which are now 
generally accepted as valid. The 
design of the entrance, the 
materials used and the link with 
the pavement have been chosen 
to make an inviting approach to 
the building. 


Each library comprises a large 
general purpose room in which 
the adult and children’s lending 
libraries and a quick reference 
library are separated from each 
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other by means of a suitable and 
convenient arrangement of library 
shelves. In this way the areas, 
amount of shelving and conse- 
quently the number of books 
displayed can be varied to meet 
changing demands. 


Flexible arrangement 


An example of the type of 
fluctuation envisaged can be seen 
at Harold Hill where almost half 
the books issued are borrowed by 
children at present, but it is likely 
that the position will alter with 
the years. In accordance with this 
principle of flexibility standard 
shelving and counter units have 
been designed which can be 
adapted to a large variety of 
arrangements. It is also possible 
in this room to accommodate 
small meetings, W.E.A. classes, 
music recitals on gramophone 
records and similar evening cul- 
tural activities after the library 
closes. 


In some of the new buildings 
the height of the area set apart 
as the children’s library has been 
reduced to give it an intimate and 
attractive air. Throughout the 
public area of the buildings good 
colours and in some cases contem- 
porary wallpapers are used. Each 
library has been provided with 
an entrance hall related in size to 
the remainder of the building, so 
designed that, in addition to pro- 
viding a pleasing entrance to the 
building, it will serve for the 
mounting of exhibitions staged 
either by the library itself or by 
appropriate local societies. 























1963 Start on National Science Library 


HE proposed National Refer- | 


ence Library for Science and 
Invention is to be administered as 
part of the 
Library and will receive the 
Museum’s science holdings; con- 
struction of a building to house 
the new Library is to begin in 
1963. 


A remarkable development is 
the decision to transfer some of 
the B.M.’s stock, although it is 
not yet known exactly what this 
will imply. 

These Government plans were 
described in the following state- 
ment by the Minister of Science, 
Lord Hailsham, speaking in the 
House of Lords on 31st May. 

“It is proposed to house the 
National Reference Library for 
Science and Invention in the new 
Patent Office building to be erected 
on the South Bank. 


“The terms of a new lease of the 
site are now being settled between 
the Minister of Works and the 
London County Council and it is 
hoped to start building in the 
spring of 1963 with a view to 
completion by the end of 1965. As 
I said on 30th July, 1958 the 
library will be built up and ex- 
panded from the existing Patent 
Office Library. 

“It has now been decided that 
it would be in the long-term 
interest of learning and of the 
completeness of the national col- 
lections of scientific literature for 
the National Library of Science 
and Invention to be formed as 
part of the British Museum 
Library although housed as a 
separate unit. The scientific publi- 
cations at present in the British 
Museum Library will be in- 
corporated in the new library. 
Care will be taken to safeguard 
the interests and convenience of 
those using the present Patent 
Office library and they will be 
represented on the advisory com- 
mittee to be set up when the new 
library is brought into operation.” 


British Museum | 








Government Librarians 
get Pay Increase 


Librarians in the Civil Service 
have been granted revised salary 
scales providing for increases of 
£55 to £250 per year, backdated 
to Ist October, 1958. For most, 
the increase will be between £70 
and £96. Grade I Librarians, at 
the top of their scale, will receive 
a rise of £250 and the maximum 
of the Grade I scale (for men em- 
ployed in London) is now £2,250. 

The Librarian class comprises 
professional librarians employed, 
in the main, in Government de- 
partmental libraries. There are 
four grades in the Class: Libra- 
rians Grade I are in charge of the 
largest departmental libraries, 
while the Grade IV’s include 
newly-qualified assistant librarians. 


Some staff excluded 


Staffs of such libraries as the 
British Museum, who are em- 
ployed in the Keeper grades, and 
some librarians who are employed 
as Scientific and Experimental 
Officers, are on different scales and 
are not affected by these increases. 

The figures given below are the 
new scales for men employed in 
the London area; reductions vary- 
ing between £20 and £100 are 
imposed in the provinces. At 
present the corresponding scales 
for women are somewhat lower, 
but by 1961 women in the Civil 
Service will have achieved equal 
pay with men. 


The new scales 


Librarian Grade IV (at age 25, or 
on appointment if older than 25) 
£755 rising to £1,140. 

Librarian Grade III £1,205 rising 
to £1,415. 

Librarian Grade II £1,490 rising 
to £1,850. 

Librarian Grade I £1,950 rising to 
£2,250. 
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Commonwealth Reference 
Library 
A £200,000 contract has been 
placed for the preparation of 
Marlborough House as a Com- 
monwealth centre. 

Situated in London close to The 
Mall, Marlborough House remains 
a royal palace and retains its name, 
but its main use will be as a meet- 
ing place for Commonwealth 
Prime Ministers when they meet 
in London, and for other Com- 
monwealth conferences. The 
intention is to provide a Com- 
monwealth reference library, also. 

The Marlborough House plans 
drew a protest. A correspondent in 
The Times asked whether “‘the 
Prime Minister’s Office is aware of 
the quite unique facilities provided 
by the library of the Royal Com- 
monwealth Society, in London? 
. . « To provide a library at 
Marlborough House would be to 
duplicate, and that most in- 
adequately, facilities which are 
already available and which are 
most willingly and excellently 
given by the Society’s librarian. 
If the Government wish to spend 
the money on Commonwealth 
library facilities, how much more 
useful would be a grant to the 
Society itself to enable it to still 
further improve the facilities and 
service which it gives.” 

Evening opening of B.M. 

Reading Room 

From Wednesday 6th July on- 
ward for a trial period, the 
Reading Room and North Library 
of the British Museum will remain 
open on Wednesdays and Fridays 
until 9.30 p.m. Requests for books 
and applications for readers’ 
tickets or temporary admissions 
will be accepted on these days 
until 8.30 p.m. Material kept in 
the Map Room and the Music 
Room will, however, be available 
in the evening only if applications 
are handed in before 3.45 p.m. 
or received by post not later than 
the morning of the day on which 
they are wanted. 














Afi the May meeting of the Register and Examinations 


Executive Committee it was agreed to publish the | 


proposed revision of the examination syllabus. It will 
consist of two examinations called the Registration and 
Final as at present. The following is a brief summary of 
the revision. The full syllabus together with an introduc- 
tory statement will be published in the July issue of the 
Record. Each Branch and Section will be notified officially 
in order that the maximum opportunity will be afforded 
members to discuss the proposals and send in their 


comments. 


The new Registration Exam- 
ination will consist of five papers 
of three hours each, all to be taken 
and passed at one and the same 
sitting; but references in individual 
papers, under conditions to be 
prescribed by the Board of 
Assessors, will be allowed. 

The Final Examination will have 
a minimum requirement of six 
papers of three hours each. The 
papers will be selected by the 
candidate from three groups 
(lettered A, B and C), at least 
one being from each of the three 
groups. The papers in any group 
must be taken and passed together 
at one and the same sitting. 
Groups may be taken together or 
separately in any order. A candi- 
date may take more than the 
minimum number of papers. In 
group C the candidate will have 
the choice of sitting a formal 
examination or offering a biblio- 
graphicai project. 


Final approval in November? 

Now that the R. & E.E.C. has 
given preliminary approval to 
these plans the syllabus will “‘lie 
on the table’ for six months to 
give members ample time to 
comment. It will come before 
this committee again probably on 
the 25th November, 1960 for 
confirmation or otherwise. If this 


final approval is given there will 
be an official notification in the 
Record of January 1961 of the 
L.A.’s intention to implement 
this syllabus. 


Current studies unaffected 


A minimum of _ eighteen 
months notice has to be given 
of this and if there is no further 
delay it is anticipated that the 
first examination under the new 
syllabus will be held in June 1963. 
There will be a scheme of exemp- 
tions for those who have passed 
examinations under the present 
syllabus so that students who have 
begun or are about to begin their 
studies are strongly advised to go 
ahead. 


Pre-Entry Qualification 


The proposed pre-entry qualifi- 
cation for the new Registration 
Examination is to be four passes 
in the G.C.E. one of which must 
be in the English language and 
two of which must be at “A” 
level. For Scottish students it is the 
Scottish Leaving Certificate (or 
from 1962 the Scottish Certificate 
of Education) to contain four 
passes at Higher Grade and a 
pass in English which may be one 
of the four. The appropriate 
equivalent is being considered for 
Northern Ireland. 


ce 





PROPOSAL FOR QUALIFYING EXAMINATION IN TWO PARTS 


New syllabus by Summer 1963? 


The First Professional Exami- 
nation is to be retained but re- 
named __ the Pre-Professional 
Examination, during a transitional 
period for those who have the 
present “‘O” level G.C.E. pre- 
entry qualification. 


Why Change the 
Syllabus ? 


Miss L. V. Paulin, F.L.A., 
Chairman of the Education Sub- 
Committee, comments on some of 
the many points that the Com- 
mittee had in mind when drafting 
the syllabus— 

“Briefly, the present syllabus, 
good though it is in many ways, 
is capable of improvement. It 
should be brought up to date, so 
that the subjects studied are 
more closely related to what 
librarians of the present day need 
to know. When a syllabus is out 
of touch with current needs 
and practice, it leads to candi- 
dates concentrating on a subject 
merely in order to pass an exami- 
nation—barren study indeed, and 
the negation of education. The 
present arrangement whereby 
students are examined in the same 
subjects at different levels is un- 
satisfactory, and moreover the 
syllabus might well be made less 
narrow and more flexible. Some 
justifiable criticism of the present 
syllabus is directed against not 
what is there so much as what is 
not there. 

“The future policy in education 
for librarianship is to be based 
upon full-time courses of one 
year’s duration for graduates and 
of two years’ duration for non- 
graduates, including appropriate 
periods of practical training in 
libraries prepared to organize 
suitable interne training schemes.” 














SUGGESTED SYLLABUS OF NEW REGISTRATION AND FINAL 


REGISTRATION 


1. The Library and the com- 

munity. 

2. Government and control of 

libraries. 

3. The Organization of know- 

ledge. 

4. Bibliographical control and 

service. 

5. Bibliographical apparatus of 
one of the following subject 
fields: 

(1) English language and litera- 

ture. 

Geography and History (in- 

cluding archaeology). 

Religion and Philosophy 

(including comparative re- 

ligion). 

Human sciences (Social 

Anthropology, Ethnology, 

Folk-lore, Psychology and 

Education). 

Economics, 

Law. 

Fine arts and Music. 

Biological sciences (includ- 

ing Medicine). 


(2) 
(3) 


(4) 
Politics and 


(6) 
(7) 


(8) Engineering and Building 
Technology. 
(9) Mathematics, Physics and 


Chemistry (including 
Chemical Technology). 


FINAL 
Group A 
1. Academic and copyright libra- 
ries. 
2. Special libraries and informa- 
tion bureaux. 
3. Public (municipal and county) 
libraries. 
4. Library service for young 
people in schools and public 
libraries. 
5. Hospital libraries. 
6. Archive administration. 


Group B 


1. Theory of classification. 

2. Theory of cataloguing. 

3. Practical classification 
cataloguing. 


and 


4. History of books and printing. 
5. History and present state of 
the book trade in Great Britain. 
6. Analytical bibliography. 
7. Technical processes in libra- 
ries. 
8. Dissemination of information. 
9. Palaeography and diplomatic. 
10. History of libraries and libra- 
rianship. 
Group C 
1. Bibliography and librarianship 
of English language and litera- 
ture (including literature of the 


Commonwealth). 

2. ——of Welsh language and 
literature. 

3. —— of French language and 
literature. 

4. —-—of German language 
and literature. 

5. — — of Spanish language and 
literature. 

6. — — of Italian language and 
literature. 

7. ——of Literature of the 


United States. 





8. — — Literature of children. 

9. —-—of Archaeology and 
ancient history. 

10. of Medieval and modern 
history. 

11. — — of Geography. 

12. —- — of Religion. 

13. —-— of Philosophy (including 
ethics and logic). 

14. — -— of Psychology and Edu- 
cation. 

15S. ——of Social Anthropo- 
logy, Ethnology and Folk-lore. 

16. —-— of Political Science and 
Law. 

17. —- — of Economics and Com- 


merce (including administration 
and business management). 


18. — — of Fine Arts (excluding 
music). 

19. of Music. 

20. —— of Medicine. 

21. - of Mechanical engineer- 
ing. 

22. —— Civil engineering, build- 
ing and mining engineering. 

23. —— of Electrical engineering. 


45 


24. Bibliography and librarianship 
of Mathematical and physical 
sciences, pure and applied. 


25. — — of Chemistry and chemi- 
cal technology. 
26. —— of Naturai history and 


biological sciences. 
This list is subject to revision in 
the light of later discussions. 


Other education news 


From the Ist September mem- 
bers with a General Certificate of 
Education containing four passes 
of which one is English Language 
and of which two are at Advanced 
level shall be granted exemption 
from the First Professional Exami- 
nation. 

A fee of £2 10s. will be charged 
for exemption from this exami- 
nation. 

- * . 


A course of lectures for the 
F.P.E. is to be offered at Reading 
Technical College on Tuesday 
evenings starting in September 
this year. 

The two lecturers, F. H. Ayres, 
B.A., F.L.A., and R. W. W. 
Sweeney, A.L.A., are both with 
the library of the Atomic Weapons 
Research Establishment, Alder- 
maston. 

ad * sd 


The first training course in 
librarianship to be held at Ibadan 
University College, Nigeria, will 
start in October 1960. The course 
is designed to help the develop- 
ment of libraries by training 
African librarians and _investi- 
gating problems of librarianship 
and bibliography, with special 
reference to West Africa, “and 
with particular attention to the 
leadership level.” A limited num- 
ber of Carnegie scholarships, 
valued between £300 and £400, 
are available for graduate stu- 
dents. (See Liaison, November 
1959.) 








Indignation Over 


Publishing Delays 


With the greatly improved ap- 
pearance of the L.A.’s latest 
annual report and the attractive 
look of two other recent pamphlet 
publications—all justifying the 
commissioning of a professional 
designer—the Publications Com- 


mittee might have been excused | 


just a little complacency. In the 
event, a group of three apparently 


routine items on their agenda | 
aroused the Committee, almost | 


to a man, to feelings of anger and 
indignation. 

One after the other, the 1960 
edition of the Yearbook, 
latest issue of Public Library 
Statistics, and the reprint of Wal- 
ford’s Guide to Reference Material, 
were subjected to searching 
questions and criticisms. 


Half-a-year late 


Members demanded an expla- | 


nation for the appearance of the 
Yearbook in June, half-way 
through the year, and seven to 
eight months after the compilation 
of the membership details, of 
which it principally consists. Ex- 
pressing themselves thoroughly 
dissatisfied with the present ar- 
rangements, which rarely seem 
to produce the Yearbook at the 
beginning of the year, the Com- 
mittee have requested the Secre- 
tary to investigate how the Year- 
book can be published so as to 
correspond more closely with the 
year it is intended to represent. 


Nine months delay 


After this, Public Library Statis- 
tics 1958/59 scarcely stood a 
chance. The figures in this annual 
compilation are inevitably retro- 
spective, but the Committee 
pressed their questions until they 
had deduced that there was still 
an inadequately explained delay 
of nine months. The Chairman of 
the Committee is to examine the 
publishing schedule for this publi- 
cation to see if it cannot get into 
print more promptly. 


the | 


Talks with D.S.I.R. on Technical 
Periodicals Index 

| merger yb day the disappearance of Jota and, before 
that, of the Cleaver-Hume Technical Article Index, a 

_ sub-committee of the L.A. has been examining the financial 
_and production problems which would have to be faced 
| if the L.A. undertook to launch a similar index of British 
| 


| technical periodicals. 


A suggested list of 348 titles 
| was compiled and calculations 
| were based on the assumption 
| that 25,000 items a year, pro- 
| ducing 50,000 entries, would be 
| indexed. For calculating the print- 
| ing and assembly costs it was 
| assumed that the Vari-typer pro- 
| cess would be employed for an 
| edition of 1,000 copies of 11 
| monthly parts and an annual 
| volume. The sub-committee fore- 
| cast that the annual production 
| cost of an edition of 1,000 would 
be approximately £18,000. 
A check revealed that existing 
| abstracting journals failed to cover 
98 (or 28 per cent.) of the 348 
titles used by the committee as a 
basis for their estimates, and 
| further enquiries would, of course, 
| be needed before it could see how 
| thoroughly the remaining titles 
| are covered. 


Initial cost 
It was feit that the ultimate 
| market for such an index should 
| substantially exceed 1,000 copies 
| a month, but that over the first 
| three years the index would run 
| 


at a loss. It was therefore decided 
to approach certain organizations 
who might be sufficiently interes- 


Over the Guide to Reference | 


Material the 
faced with the unpalatable fact of 
a best-seller going prematurely 
out-of-print, with the prospect of 


Committee were | 


a further delay of nearly three | 
months before fresh stocks are | 


available from the printers. From 
all sides there were 


unanimous demand that the L.A. 
should insist on the printing date 
for the reprint being improved. 
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scathing | 
comments on this situation and a | 


ted in the proposed index to 
guarantee the L.A. _ against 
possible loss on the initial three 
years’ publication. The Secretary 
has since been in touch with a 
number of such bodies, including 
D.S.LR. 


Working party suggested 


Dr. Urquhart, for D.S.LR., 
disputed the need for the index 
on a number of grounds, but he 
suggested that a working party 
might be set up, at D.S.I.R.’s 
expense, “to examine the use, 
value and distribution of indexes 
of technical periodicals”. The 
L.A.’s committee had anticipated 
that they would have to prove 
their case to the satisfaction of 
any organization showing interest 
in the idea, so the suggestion for 
exploratory talks with D.S.I.R. 
has been welcomed. 

If this series of talks which are 
to be arranged with D.S.I.R. con- 
firm the L.A.’s view of the need 
for such an index of British 
technical periodicals, then it is 
hoped that the Department would, 
for one, be willing to put down 
hard cash in seeing the index 
through its first three years. 


Report on Public Relations 


A small booklet has been pro- 
duced which sets out the main 
points made by each of the 
speakers at the Course in Element- 
ary Public Relations, held re- 
cently at Chaucer House. Every 
Branch and Section Secretary has 
received copies and more may be 
had from the Publications Officer 
if required. The course itself has 
been well commented on in 
several trade publications. 
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Holborn embarks on a phased 
removal to their £250,000 new 
central library in Theobalds Road 
(see Liaison, May 1959) on 18th 
July. The lending service, using 
punched card charging, will start 
in the new building on 15th 
August. 


* * * 


A deed of covenant has been 
made by Philips Electrical Ltd. to 
provide new technical books to 
the value of £200 during each of 
the next seven years for Holborn 
central library. The books chosen 
will be mainly for the use of 
electrical engineering students. 

* * * 


A scheme for lending to local 
firms and commercial organiza- 
tions has been started by Edin- 
burgh. This follows an overhaul of 
the scientific and technical sections 
of the City’s lending library which 
produced requests from a number 
of firms to become registered as 
borrowers. One firm which had 
already had its own library asked 
for six tickets to cover loans of 
books in fields of marginal interest 
to the firm. 
* * * 


A slot machine offering a choice 
of four paper-back titles has been 
installed on Liverpool Street Sta- 
tion (London) by W. H. Smith & 
Sons. 

* * ~ 

Of the 83 county boroughs 
covered by the 1958/59 statistics 
compiled by the Institute of 
Municipal Treasurers and Ac- 
countants, only 9 are shown as 
carrying more fiction than non- 
fiction. One of these latter autho- 
rities, Oldham (Lancs.), has dis- 
puted the figures and has suggested 
that the position may be found to 
be the reverse of that shown in the 
I.M.T.A.’s figures. (The L.A.’s 
Research Committee is to have 
talks with the I.M.T.A. on the 
whole question of these annual 
returns of library statistics). 


BRIEFLY 


Photocharging is shortly to be 
adopted throughout all of 
Hendon’s libraries. 

* * 


Switzerland. A new central 
English library which is intended 
to encourage Anglo-Swiss literary 
and cultural relations, was opened 
in Zurich on 31st May. The 
nucleus of the new library will be 
the 6,000 books of the former 
British Council library which have 
been in store for many years. The 
Publishers Association have given 
another 2,500 books and the 
British Council are to make an 
annual book grant of £400. 

* ” ” 


Fifty teachers from local schools 
accepted invitations to two meet- 
the-library “open evenings” held 
recently at Purley (Surrey). After 
senior members of the staff had 
described the various departments 
of the service, the teachers toured 
the library and had discussions 
with the staff on developing co- 
operation between the schools and 
the library. A specially compiled 
list of 300 educational titles was 
available to the visitors. 

- * * 

In the West Riding, the county 
library have made their selection 
of the best hundred children’s 
books published in 1959 and have 
purchased 25 sets which are going 
out on display at the county’s 
branch libraries. An_ illustrated 
catalogue, /00 Children’s Books 
of 1959, has been distributed to 
all the schools, colleges and edu- 
cational institutes in the area. 

* * * 

Lancashire Education Com- 
mittee are discussing a scheme of 
library instruction for children in 
primary and secondary schools in 
the Swinton and Eccles area, and 
possibly in other districts. A 
qualified librarian would give 
instruction to children at the ages 
of nine, eleven, and in their final 
year. 

* + + 
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Some 4,500 librarians from 
America and Canada are attend- 
ing the Ist joint conference of the 
U.S. and Canadian Library Asso- 
ciations, which is being held in 
Montreal, 19th-24th June. The 
conference is devoted to the theme, 
“Breaking barriers: an enquiry 
into the forces that affect the flow 
and utilization of knowledge”’. 

* * * 


Russian Technical Literature, a 
new bulletin from the European 
Productivity Agency of O.E.E.C., 
in Paris, began publication in 
February. The bulletin covers, 
inter alia, information on trans- 
lations of Russian material, de- 
velopments in Russian libraries 
and information centres, and notes 
on booksellers in touch with East 
European countries. 

* * * 

A card index service of abstracts 
on ferrous metallurgy is now 
available on a subscription basis. 
The service consists of pre-publi- 
cation copies of the abstracts 
which are due to appear each 
month in the Journal of the Iron 
and Steel Institute. For a year’s 
supply of approximately 9,500 
cards, the standard subscription 
rate is £94 10s. Details are obtain- 
able from the Secretary of the 
Institute at 4 Grosvenor Gardens, 
London, S.W.1. 

* o*” * 

As he paid his fine to the child- 
ren’s librarian, a nine-year-old boy 
asked: “Can you make a living 
out of this?” 


Childs Hill Library, Hendon 


A note in the May Liaison re- 
ported that a branch library was 
to be built for Hendon between a 
public house and a fish shop. 

We are asked to state that the 
decision to use this site was later 
abandoned in favour of another 
“‘and perhaps more suitable”’ posi- 
tion. The library in question will 
become Hendon’s fifth entirely 
new branch. 











REPORTS FROM RUSSIA 


TWO of the three British librarians 
who visited Soviet libraries during 
January have described the tour. 
The L.A.’s member of the party, 
Mr. M. C. Pottinger, spoke to a 
branch of the Scottish Library 
Association. 


“Mr. Pottinger and his col- 
leagues,” writes our correspon- 
dent, “‘spent seven days in Mos- 
cow and three each in Leningrad 
and Kiev, visiting all types of 
libraries. He quoted many facts 
and figures which revealed a 
picture of the lavish scale of 
library provision in the Soviet 
Union. They range from the vast 
Lenin State Library in Moscow, 
with a staff of 2,200 professionals 
administering a stock of twenty- 
million volumes and with 22 
separate reading rooms, down to 
the “‘mass” libraries in villages, 
factories and shops. 


No shortage of staff 


“Other impressions which Mr. 
Pottinger gained were of the 
absence of any staff shortages 
such as we experience here, though 
most Russian libraries are open 
from nine in the morning until ten 
or eleven at night, of the complete 
separation of children’s libraries, 
including their administration, 
from adult libraries; and of the 
friendliness he encountered every- 
where he went, coupled with the 
complete freedom given to the 
British party.” 


Aslib delegate’s impressions 


“Networks and Old Lace” was 
the sub-title of a talk given on 
the Russian visit by Mr. A. 
Thompson, speaking in London. 
An Aslib correspondent writes: 


“The sub-title to Mr. Thomp- 
son’s paper was a reference to his 
impression of the rather Victorian 
outward appearance of the libra- 
ries they visited. As the Aslib 


delegate on the trip, Mr. Thomp- 
son had a particular interest in 
Russian special libraries, but the 
ground he had to cover in his 
paper was too large for him to 
devote any time to these libraries, 
with the exception of the new 
State Library which has been | 
planned to have ten million 
volumes in the scientific and 
technical field within seven years. 
The cost of this library will run 
at a million pounds a year and it 
will employ a staff of about 400. 
Big scale 

“In general, the scale of things | 
in Russian librarianship seem to 
be very much greater than else- 
where. In the university library of 
Moscow, for instance, the book 
store covers an area of 16 floors to 
several of which special libraries 
are attached. 

“Other notable features of Mr. 
Thompson’s impressions (our cor- 
respondent writes) included the 
great stress laid on_ readers’ 
advisory services, as shown by the | 
extensive use of the readers’ | 
record card in which all loans to 
the reader are entered in detail to 
enable the librarian to plan the 
readers’ future reading pro- 
gramme. The provision of free 
textbooks for students had its 
commendable side for the libraries 
as well.”’ 


Russian education libraries 


Mrs. T. R. H. Bristow, F.L.A., 
visited Russia over Easter with 
the aid of the J. D. Stewart 
Travelling Bursary. 

A member of the library staff 
of the Institute of Education, 
London, Mrs. Bristow was special- 
ly interested in Russian university, 
school, and educational libraries. | 
As well as Moscow, her visit took | 
Mrs. Bristow to Leningrad where 
she spent some time at the training | 
school for librarians. An account 
of her visit is expected to appear 
later in the L.A. Record. 





LIMBERING UP 


Comrade E. A. Lesman, in a letter 
to the Editor of the Soviet journal 
Zdorov, has suggested that in 
libraries where large numbers of 
readers study for any length of 
time, there is a distinct need for a 
gymnasium to which those who felt 
so inclined could retire at intervals 
to flex their muscles or shake off 
the effects of writer’s cramp. 

The suggestion has been 
accepted in principle by the Soviet 
authorities. Existing libraries are 
to see what facilities could be 
provided and in the planning of 
new libraries the idea is to be 
taken into account. 

So while western libraries are 


| experimenting with coffee bars, 


Russian librarians are thinking of 
parallel bars; there ought to be a 


moral in this somewhere. 
” * _ 


Lifting the Curtain 
One of the sections of an agree- 
ment between U.S.A. and the 
U.S.S.R. for co-operation and 
exchanges in the scientific, techni- 
cal and cultural fields during 
1960-61, signed in Moscow last 
November, provides for: 

“Exchanges of delegates of five 
to seven persons each for up to 
four weeks between the American 
Library Association and the 
appropriate Soviet organization to 
visit libraries and bibliographic 
centres and also to study (1) biblio- 
graphical techniques, compilation 


| of indices and other techniques of 


library documentary and analo- 
gous processes; (2) methods of re- 
production and dissemination, 
including the operation of special 
libraries and centres; (3) methods 
of training library personnel, 
establishment of the level and 
organization of technical pro- 
cesses.” ¢ o } 


Russian journals: a union list of 
titles held by four libraries in 
Manchester and Salford is the 
title of a recent publication of the 
Reference, Special and Informa- 


| tion Section (N.W. Group) 
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